
 

 

January 25, 2019 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK...    

 

Catholic Schools Week is almost here!  I have asked our students over the PA and 

now I extend an official invitation to our parents.  Our fun and faith-filled Catholic 

Schools Week begins on Sunday, January 27th.  I understand that schedules are 

packed but please consider reorganizing your schedule in order to bring your 

children (in school uniform) to the 5:30 p.m. school Mass so we can begin by 

celebrating our wonderful parish.  I find myself as excited as the kids during this 

jubilant time of year and I can attest that many of our students wait with eager 

anticipation for Catholic Schools Week each and every year.  I am confident our 

new students will have great stories to tell very shortly especially the infamous 

volleyball game that features our eighth grade students against our faculty and 

staff. There might even be a special event added this year. 

 

The proceeds from the Anniversary Weekend held in November during the 2017-

2018 school year have provided some much needed “TLC” to our school kitchen.  

We are also hopeful that the money raised by the PTO this year (especially the 

Spring Spectacular) will accommodate some of our continued instructional, 

technology, and facility needs. To be specific, our active boards are approaching 

eleven years of age and a few of them are becoming increasingly difficult to 

utilize on a regular basis.  These devices will be costly to replace so your 

continued attendance and generosity at our PTO-sponsored events is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Kindergarten report cards will go home on Friday, January 25th.  Please praise 

your child/ren for their triumphs and help them develop a plan to address any 

areas of needed growth. Difficulties in a particular subject always provide a life 

lesson to the child and give parents the opportunity to stress the importance of 

organization, hard work, accountability, and personal sacrifice.  Please note that 

standardized testing results (3-7th grade students) from the second round will go 

home on Friday, February 8th.  Due to inclement weather, the diocesan testing 

window was extended by one week and in order to give accurate data regarding 

national, local, and student averages, we must wait until the window has closed 

before sending these reports home.  Please be reminded that Open Registration 

will begin Monday, February 4th.  Our current families are of course our priority 

so please return the following re-registration form prior to open registration to 

reserve a space for your child/children. 

 

I look forward to seeing many of you at the Chili Cook Off on this evening  from 

6:00-8:00 p.m. in Trinity Hall. Many thanks to the chefs and those leading this 

community-building event. May we continue to grow in God’s grace and wisdom. 

 

 

Temple Macdonald 
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Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

January 25 
Bingo/Chili Cook-off 6-8pm 
 

January 27-February 2 
Catholic Schools Week 
 

January 27 
5:30pm School Mass in uniforms  
 

January 28 
Jersey Day 

Buddy Lunch w/ a Movie 
 

January 29 
School Spirit Day 

Wear Maroon or Grey 

Volunteer Breakfast 
8th grade vs Teachers VBall Game 

 

January 30 
Wacky Day 

Teacher Swap 
 

January 31 
Twin Day 

Read for 2019 seconds 
 

February 1 
Mass with Rosary 

Religion Bee 

11:30 am Early Dismissal 
 

February 2 
Open House 9-Noon 
 

February 4 
Open Registration Begins 
 

February 6 
Spirit Day @ Chick-fil-A 
 

February 18 
No School—Presidents’ Day 
 

February 22 
Mass with Student of the Month 
 

February 23 
Spaghetti Dinner benefiting the 

library 
 

March 1 
Mass with Rosary 
 

Please check the school website 
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School News  
 

The SJES Broadcasting Club wants you! No experience required. Your personal talents and experience will contrib-

ute to the success of the club and SJES morning announcements. There has been a change in schedule; We meet Mon-

day, Tuesday, and Thursday right after school until 4:30 p.m. Learn public speaking, video/audio editing and improve 

your writing skills! Students interested in joining should email Mrs. Karhoff at lkarhoff@sjesva.org for sign up packet.  

Caféteria: Quarter III Milk/Juice Water forms are due Monday, February 4th. 

Background Checks – Policies for School Parent Volunteers 
As part of the diocesan initiative to maintain a safe environment for our children, all volunteers with “substantial con-

tact” with children are required to complete a background check prior to working in the school and to complete VIRTUS 

training.  This includes parents who wish to attend field trips or volunteer in support of classroom activities.  Parents are 

encouraged to complete this paperwork promptly and those who have not yet completed the background check process 

may request a packet of forms from the school  office.  

Kids Heart Challenge  Parents, it’s time for your child to show heart! This year, we’re launching the Kids Heart Chal-

lenge. It’s your child’s chance to be a Heart Hero by learning about heart health, spreading the word and raising funds to 

help children with heart issues.  Together, with your child, go to heart.org/kidsheartchallenge. They can take one of the 

three challenges and email family and friends to ask for           donations.  Your child will earn a glow-in-the-dark wrist-

band just for registering online. When they get       donations, they will receive Echo, Finn and a clasp.  Thank you for 

supporting the physical and emotional well-being of our students and the American Heart Association. 

 

Winter School Uniforms  Please ensure that students are looking their best each day.  Some students have grown since 

the fall and are in need of longer jumpers, skirts or pants.  Please remember jumpers and skirts may not be more that two 

inches above the knee.  The young ladies need to make sure that hairbands and hair ties match the uniform guidelines 

and bracelets may not be worn.  Middle school boys should wear the white button down shirt, tie and vest instead of the 

polo.  Uniform shoes are to be solid black.  Also, please ensure students are prepared for cold weather recess with coats, 

hats and mittens or gloves.  If you have questions, please refer to the Parent-Student Handbook found online.  As always, 

we thank you for your partnership!  

Tuition Assistance  The online application for tuition assistance through FACTS for the upcoming year is now avail-

able.  For more information about the diocesan tuition assistance program and the application     process, please see the 

website for details and note the Elementary School Deadline is March 15, 2019. 

 

 

Notes from the Nurse 
 

So far, things are very calm at SJES regarding cold & flu. Please help us keep it that way. Keep in mind:  

 

Cold/Flu – please remind your students to wash hands often and to stay home when they don’t feel well. The Sick Day 

Guidelines are attached to this bulletin. I am tracking flu & strep cases on a daily basis. I have also talked with the VA 

Department of Health regarding our tracking. St. John’s School is doing excellent in    minimizing strep & flu thus far. 

 

If we work together, we can minimize the health hazards. 

 

God Bless, 

Mrs. Catts 

School Nurse 
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