
 

 

November 16, 2018 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK...    
 

Greetings, 

On a somber note, there was an issue Sunday before the 12:30 p.m. Mass 

involving a man that refused to leave the church after he was concerning 

parishioners.  Ultimately, law enforcement was called and removed him from the 

premises. I was informed that he was served Tuesday evening and legally, he is 

not allowed to be on parish grounds for at least a year. There were concerns 

regarding his mental and emotion state and all parishioners are asked to call 911 

should they see this man on parish grounds immediately.  Additional details are 

available in this bulletin. 

On a lighter note, we had a very successful Coffee and Chat Monday morning. 

Ten families stopped in to learn more about St. John and the Kindergarten 

Program. Word of Mouth is the best way to share our story so please let other 

parish and non-parish families know about our wonderful school! We endeavor to 

evangelize so all faiths are welcome and encouraged to join our school 

community. 

Thank you to all parents that attended our Parent-Teacher Conferences last week. 

Our faculty and staff were very pleased overall with attendance and the 

conversations that took place.  Research continues to show that increased parent 

involvement leads to higher levels of student participation, accountability, and 

overall success. God bless you for all you do for your children and our students. 

The time quickly approaches for our 8th graders to experience the Sacrament of 

Confirmation on Monday, November 26th at 7:00 p.m. The parish’s Religious 

Education Director, Mrs. Sherin Murphy, assured me that they are ready to make 

this most important sacrament.  Congratulations to all our candidates and I will see 

you there. 

It has been a joy to complete formal and informal observations in our classrooms. 

In addition to Religion and other classes, we continue to hone in on Math, 

Reading, and Language Arts success. What seems to be working in our classrooms 

includes manipulatives, essential questions, and other visual aids to provide 

instruction in different modalities so we reach the visual, sensory, and kinesthetic 

learner as well as the auditory learner. These subjects in particular will be 

monitored when the students complete their PALS/Scantron testing “snapshot” in 

the coming months. The first trimester will end on Friday, November 30th and 

Report Cards (with the exception of Kindergarten) will go home on Friday, 

December 7th. 

We wait with baited breath for the Kindergarten Thanksgiving Feast tomorrow at 

noon and Grandparents Day on Tuesday, November 20th. Grandparents are 

welcome to attend our 8:30 a.m. school mass and a short address will follow in 

Trinity Hall until roughly 10:00 a.m. At this time, grandparents will proceed to the 

classrooms for activities. Safe travels to all during this holiday season and may we 

continue to grow in God’s grace and wisdom. 

Mr. Temple Macdonald 

SSSSAINT AINT AINT AINT JJJJOHN OHN OHN OHN TTTTHE HE HE HE EEEEVANGELIST VANGELIST VANGELIST VANGELIST CCCCATHOLIC ATHOLIC ATHOLIC ATHOLIC SSSSCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL    

Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

November 16-17 
Embers Performance 
 

November 19 
Kindergarten Thanksgiving Feast 

4th & 5th Field Trip 
 

November 20 
Grandparents Day  

Early Dismissal 11:30am 

NO Extended Day 
 

November 21-25 
Thanksgiving Break 
 

November 26 
Start of Winter Uniform 

Confirmation 7pm 
 

November 29 

High School Placement Test 
 

November 30 
Mass w/ Student of the Month 

End of 1st Trimester 

Early Dismissal 11:30am 
 

December 6 
Dress Down Day 

St. Nicholas Day 
 

December 7 
Mass with Rosary 

Report Cards go home 

K-2 Movie Night 6-8pm 

MS Dance 7-10pm Trinity Hall 
 

December 13 
Christmas Program 7pm 
 

December 15 
Breakfast with Santa 8:30-11:00 
 

December 21 
Mass with Student of the Month 

Early Dismissal 11:30 am  

NO Ext Day 
 

December 22-January 2 

Christmas Break 
 

January 3 
Return to school 
 

 

Please check the school website 

for the complete calendar. 
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School News  
 

Background Checks – Policies for School Parent Volunteers 
As part of the diocesan initiative to maintain a safe environment for our children, all volunteers with 

“substantial contact” with children are required to complete a background check prior to working in the school 

and to complete VIRTUS training.  This includes parents who wish to attend field trips or volunteer in support 

of classroom activities.  Parents are encouraged to complete this paperwork promptly and those who have not 

yet completed the background check process may request a packet of forms from the school  office.  

Winter uniform begins Monday, November 26.  Please see the attached guidelines. 

 

PTO News 
 

• Our Race for Education school-wide donation contest will end on Friday, November 16th at 

3:00pm. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D49AAA722A3F49-race1  

  

• Give the gift of Education......St John PTO is sending an African child to Catholic School!!!! Please      

consider sending in a donation to send a second child to Catholic School in Africa. We would like          

donations submitted before Christmas break as their school begins in February. Thank you for your       

generosity!  

 

• We are still in need of a Spirit Night coordinator. Your time is precious & so is SJES!!! Please think about 

Stepping Up. 

 

 

 

Notes from the Nurse 

 

It’s that time of year. The cold and flu season seems to be upon us. Please encourage your children to use good 

hand washing technique and to do it often. I will be spending time in all health classes in November from    

preschool to 8th grade to talk about hand washing and germ prevention. 

Also remember, if your student is ill, please keep them home. Sick Day Guidelines are attached to this bulletin. 

Deputy Kristi Kiernan of the Fauquier County Sheriff's Department will be at SJES on November 6th to talk 

with the 4th - 8th grade students about bullying. Deputy Kiernan is the Resource Officer at Warrenton Middle 

School and also a parent at SJES. 

The local Lion’s Club will be at SJES on November 14th for the annual hearing and vision screenings.         

Permission forms will be coming home soon, please watch for them. 

 

May God Bless You Always. 

Mrs. Catts 

School Nurse 
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