
 

 

November 30, 2018 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK...    
 
Greetings, 
 
The Advent season approaches. As Pope Francis once said, “ The time of 
Advent...returns us to the horizon of hope, a hope that does not disappoint because 
it is founded on the Word of God.” It encourages us to live closer to Christ and 
utilize this time to share our faith and look for ways to practice prayerfulness and 
generosity. Another way we will again practice the Corporal Works of Mercy is to 
participate in the “Reverse Advent” Program.  Blue bags went home with the 
youngest student in each family and all are encouraged to fill their bags with the 
attached list during Advent. We are hopeful that all families can participate in 
some way and bring the bags back the first day after Christmas Break.  Members 
of Catholic Charities will arrive on Friday, January 4th to pick-up all items. 
 
We have added some additional safety precautions since the recent incident at the 
parish. We have increased security at the church during our weekly mass and our 
Crisis Management Team has met multiple times to consider current practices and 
possible revisions.  One other change in particular is that the front doors will 
remain monitored and locked until Extended Day hours ends at 6:00 p.m.  An 
additional staff member was added to accommodate this change so please 
note beginning Thursday, January 3rd Extended Day rates will change from 
$7/hour for the first child to $8/hour.  If applicable, the second, and all 
remaining children in a family, will be charged $7/hour instead of $6/hour.   
Our finance manager, Greg Mott, will make the necessary changes on FACTS 
beginning in the new calendar year.  Due to this revision, the hourly rate will not 
increase for the 2019-2020 school year and the rates will continue to remain at $8/
hour and $7/hour.  
 
Have you heard the great news? Our sixth and seventh grade students will be 
taking a Field Trip to the Capital next week. If that wasn’t enough of a thrill, they 
will have the opportunity to meet a Senator! My gratitude goes to the Sanchez 
family, Mr. Stohlman, and others for making this wonderful opportunity possible. 
Dominic Cruz (class of 2017) recently completed his Eagle Scout Project.  You 
will now notice a burgandy and gray bench, trash disposal, and platform now 
located on school grounds.  We are blessed that after our eighth graders graduate, 
SJES never quite leaves their minds or hearts.  May we continue 
to grow in God’s grace and wisdom. 
 
Temple Macdonald 
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Upcoming Events 

 
 
 

November 30 
Mass w/ Student of the Month 
End of 1st Trimester 
Early Dismissal 11:30am 
Warrenton Christmas Parade 
 

December 4 
Cold Stone Spirit Night 3:30-7pm 
 
December 5th 
6th-7th Field Trip 
 

December 6 
Dress Down Day for Catholic Charities 

St. Nicholas Day 
 

December 7 
Mass with Rosary 
Report Cards go home 
K-2 Movie Night 6-8pm 
MS Dance 7-10pm Trinity Hall 
 

December 13 
Christmas Program 7pm 
 

December 15 
Breakfast with Santa 9:00-11:00 
 

December 21 
Mass with Student of the Month 
Early Dismissal 11:30 am  
NO Ext Day 
 

December 22-January 2 
Christmas Break 
 

January 3 
Return to school 
 

January 4 
Mass with Rosary 
 

January 7 
Re-registration Begins 
 

January 7-11 
Scantron Testing Window I 
 
January 18 
March 4 Life 
Kindergarten Report Cards  
 

January 21 
No School 
MLK Day 
 

Please check the school website 
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School News  
 

Background Checks – Policies for School Parent Volunteers 
As part of the diocesan initiative to maintain a safe environment for our children, all volunteers with 
“substantial contact” with children are required to complete a background check prior to working in the school 
and to complete VIRTUS training.  This includes parents who wish to attend field trips or volunteer in support 
of classroom activities.  Parents are encouraged to complete this paperwork promptly and those who have not 
yet completed the background check process may request a packet of forms from the school  office.  

Winter uniform began Monday, November 26.  Please see the attached guidelines. 

We Care Week is December 3-7.  We will be holding a Dress Down Day on December 6th for Catholic   
Charities of the Diocese of Arlington.  Please be generous and mindful of the Dress Down Day dress code.  
Guidelines are attached. 

Did you know that we begin advent this coming Sunday? To prepare for advent, St. John School would like to 
give each family two very special gifts. The youngest student in each family received a blue bag on Thursday. 
The bag is a gift from the Lucy Project. The Lucy Project helps people around the Arlington diocese who our 
food deprived. Every day during advent your family will put the requested food item in the blue bag. Then 
when you return to school in January, you will bring the full bag back to school.  
The second gift inside your bag is from the sixth and seventh grade. The gift is a reflection book your family 
can use during Advent. The six and seventh grade students wrote all of the reflections inside that book. We 
hope your family will use both gifts! One blesses you and one enables you to bless others! Happy Advent.  

 
PTO News 
 

• Lots happening with the PTO:  Warrenton Christmas Parade, Spirit Night at Cold Stone, K-2 Movie Night 
and Breakfast with Santa.  Please see the following flyers for details. 

  
• Give the gift of Education......St John PTO is sending an African child to Catholic School!!!! Please      

consider sending in a donation to send a second child to Catholic School in Africa. We would like          
donations submitted before Christmas break as their school begins in February. Thank you for your       
generosity!  

 

Notes from the Nurse 

 
 
It’s that time of year. The cold and flu season seems to be upon us. Please encourage your children to use good 
hand washing technique and to do it often. I will be spending time in all health classes in November from    
preschool to 8th grade to talk about hand washing and germ prevention. 
Also remember, if your student is ill, please keep them home. Sick Day Guidelines are attached to this bulletin. 
 
May God Bless You Always. 
Mrs. Catts 
School Nurse 
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