
 

 

September 1, 2017 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK...    

 

GREETINGS… 

Welcome back to all members of our school community.  My appreciation goes 

out to faculty, staff, and maintenance for all your hard work as we begin another 

school year.  A word of gratitude to Mr. Griffin (class of 1987) for welcoming our 

families on the first day of school, it is a small world indeed and we are thrilled to 

have the next generation of Griffins here at SJES. 

Please continue to check our website (sjesva.org) for early dismissals, holidays, 

upcoming events, etc.  There are a few additional Half Days in the first quarter 

due to Diocesan and parish dates but we will typically have an average of one per 

month beginning in November.  In terms of parent involvement, we encourage 

you to remain active in your children’s education so please continue to check 

homework online in addition to your child’s agenda.  For new families, there is a 

“homework” tab directly on the front page of our website and our uniform 

guidelines can also be found under “Resources” for your convenience.  Returning 

families are reminded that there was a change made to the Middle School Fall/

Spring dress uniform and the changes are attached. If you would like further 

clarification on uniforms or any other matters, please feel free to contact the front 

office. 

Parents, the first few days of school are now complete so I would ask that you 

please drop your children off in the morning carpool line for the remainder of the 

year.  It is important that our students (regardless of age) learn to practice 

independence and responsibility. I know it is challenging to let go but the children 

will develop a sense of pride once they realize we trust them to accomplish this 

task on their own. Thank you for your cooperation. 

The first round of standardized testing (Performance Series by Scantron) will take 

place from September 11-29th for our 3-7th grade students.  These students will be 

tested three times a year once again in Math, Reading, and Language Arts. I am 

delighted to report that we showed the largest growth in Reading and the second 

largest growth in Math in terms of gains analysis in the entire Diocese of 

Arlington which includes 37 elementary/middle schools!  Our Kindergarten 

through second grade students will take the PALS assessment in the fall and once 

again in the spring to monitor student growth as well.  Please avoid scheduling 

vacations or appointments during this timeframe if at all possible so testing make-

ups are limited. 

 I encourage you to attend our annual Back to School Night on Thursday, 

September 14th beginning at 7:00pm.  This is a great opportunity to learn more 

about our school, classroom instruction from our teachers, and the opportunities 

that are available at St. John the Evangelist.  Mrs. Lynch, our PTO president, will 

also speak briefly about volunteer opportunities that are available for this coming 

year. Our first Spirit Night, Back to School Picnic, and annual parish Oktoberfest 

is quickly approaching. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

September 1 
Mass with Rosary 

Early Dismissal 11:30 am 

NO Extended Day 
 

September 4 
NO School/Labor Day 
 

September 6 
Dress Down Day for Houston Relief 

 

September 11-29 
Scantron Testing Window I 
 

September 12 

Cold Stone Spirit Night 4-7pm 
 

September 14 
Back to School Night 7-9pm 
 

September 15 
Mass with Student of the Month 

Picture Day 

Pep Rally 

NO Extended Day 
Back to School Picnic 3:30-5:30pm 

 

September 18-21 
Fall Book Fair 
 

September 22 

Quarter I Interim  

Early Dismissal 11:30 am 

Professional Development 
 

September 27 
K-4 Think Stretch Assembly  

8:20-9am Trinity Hall 
 

September 29 

Oktoberfest 

Early Dismissal 11:30 am 

NO Ext Day 
 

October 9 
No School/Columbus Day 
 

October 11 
Assembling of Wreaths 
 

October 13 

Race For Education 

Early Dismissal 11:30am 

 

Please check the school website 

for the complete calendar 
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Please see the note below from our superintendent Dr. Bigelow regarding the recent flooding: 

There is information on the Diocesan website for those interested in providing a monetary donation that 

will go to Catholic Charities USA and the USCCB to be used as part of the Catholic Church’s relief   

efforts. Here is the link:  https://secure3.arlingtondiocese.org/donate/hgf/hgf.   

We will hold a Dress Down Day for those affected on Wednesday, September 6th.  Families are asked to bring 

in a minimum of one dollar to show our support for those who continue to be affected. 

In closing, we are very grateful for the personal and financial sacrifices your family has made to attend St. 

John the Evangelist.  Our wonderful faculty and staff look forward to forming a strong partnership with you 

this year and beyond. May we continue to grow in God’s grace and wisdom. 

 

Temple W. Macdonald 

Principal 

School and Club News  
 

 

• If you have not completed the Emergency Care Form through the Powerschool Parent Portal, please log 

on and complete ASAP.  This piece is crucial in our crisis plan.  If you need assistance with your log in 

information, please contact Melissa Quarry mquarry@sjesva.org   

• Please ensure you have completed the Photo, Press, Audio and  Electronic Media Release for Minors.  

The form is attached to this communication. 

• Supply fees are due to your homeroom teacher. If payment has not been made please promptly submit to 

your child’s teacher.  

• Criminal Background Checks for Volunteers & VIRTUS Requirements As part of the diocesan      

initiative to maintain a safe environment for all of our children, all volunteers with “substantial contact” 

with children are required to complete a background check prior to working in the school and to complete 

VIRTUS training.  All parents who wish to attend field trips or volunteer in support of classroom activities 

are required to complete the background check process and attend VIRTUS training.  As we begin a new 

year, in accordance with diocesan policy, only those parents who have completed the criminal background 

check are eligible to volunteer in the school.  Those who have not yet completed the background check 

process may request a packet of forms from the front office.  

 

Notes from the Nurse 
 

Welcome back to a great new school year. I am looking forward to a healthy 2017-2018. Please note the      

following: 

• If you have not returned any health history updates, health forms, allergy or asthma action plans, or 

medication  authorizations please do so as soon as possible. 

• No forms from last year will carry over to this school year. 

• There is a supply of sunscreen in the clinic should your student request it. If you do not wish for your 

child to use the sunscreen please alert the nurse. 

• The Lions Club will be here on October 24th for the annual hearing and vision screening.  More   

information to come. 

 

Mary Catts, 

RN MSN 
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