
 

 

October 18, 2019 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK...    
 
Greetings,  
 
Believe it or not, last Friday marked the interim for the first trimester. If you have 
not already, I encourage everyone to review student (s) grades online. Scantron 
Parent Summary Reports will go home on Friday, November 1st and Parent-
Teacher Conferences will be held the following week. Conferences have been 
scheduled from 1:00-7:00 p.m. on Friday, November 8th and 8:00-12:00 p.m. on 
Monday, November 11th. Please protect these times so teachers and parents can 
personally discuss spiritual, academic, and social progress for the majority of the 
first trimester.  
 
It was disappointing to miss the Color Run this year but I am told it went very well 
and the kids had a blast- I heard all about how “cool” it was Tuesday morning.  The 
PTO will continue to collect donations through the end of October, we are very 
grateful that this new fall activity has been such a success. Almost all of our recent 
upgrades have been attributed to the funds generated from our fall fundraiser and 
spring gala with some generous individual donations as well. God bless you and 
your extended families for your generosity and continued impact on our students 
and school community.  
 
We will highlight the virtue of Justice during the month of November. We are 
asking all members of our school community to place additional emphasis on 
gratitude and kindness. We plan to hold three activities next month aimed at 
assisting Catholic Outreach, the St. Lucy Project, and our local St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. It is always better to give than to receive. 
 
We will once again hold a Coffee and Conversation for prospective families on 
Tuesday, November 12th at 8:15 a.m. in the Library. All preschool families will be 
formally invited and our kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Dickson, will also be in 
attendance. Following a brief chat, all families will receive a tour and the front 
office will be available to answer any questions. Please consider inviting a friend, 
family member, or colleague- word of mouth goes a long way. We are proud of our 
school and our families that make it such a unique community. 
 
Don’t forget to join us for our Student of the Month mass on Thursday, October 
24th and our All Saints Day mass on Friday, November 1st. Our first graders are 
always a sight to see dressed as their favorite saint in front of a packed parish. This 
is just one of many must-see traditions that occur during the fall and holiday 
season. Until next time, may we all pray, learn, and serve.  
 
Mr. Macdonald  
 

 
 
 
 

SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
October 21 
Spirit Day at Ledo Pizza 
 
October 22 
Lions Club Hearing & Vision 
Screening 
 
October 23 
2nd Grade Field trip 
 
October 24 
Mass with Student of the Month 
4th & 5th Grade Field Trip 
 
October 25 
NO School/Professional Development 
Trunk or Treat 
 
October 26 
Embers Workshop 4-5 pm 
TORCH workshop 7-10pm 
 
October 31 
DDD for Box of Joy 
 
November 1 
All Saints Day/Mass with Rosary 
Photo Retakes 
 
November 8 
Early Dismissal 11:30am 
NO Extended Day 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 1-7pm 
 
November 11 
NO School/Veterans Day 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 8-12 
 
November 13 
DDD for St. Vincent de Paul 
 
November 15 
Early Dismissal 11:30am 
K-4 Polar Express Movie Night 
 
November 19 
Coffee & Conversation 8:30am 
 
November 21 
K Thanksgiving Feast 
 
November 22-24 
SPARKS Production 
 
November 26 
End of 1st Trimester 
Grandparents Day  
Mass with Student of the Month 
Early Dismissal 11:30/NO Extended Day 
 
Please check the school website 
for the complete calendar. 
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School News  

 
On Thursday October 31st, we will have a Dress Down Day for  Cross Catholic Outreach.  Please see the    
attached flyer for Gift Ideas. Please note that Kindergarten and First Grade will bring in Toys, Second and 
Third Grade will bring School Supplies, Fourth Grade will bring in Apparel, Fifth Grade will bring in Hy-
giene/Home items, Sixth Grade will bring in Accessories Seventh Grade will bring in Useful Items and Eighth 
Grade will bring in Hard Candy.   

 

Parent Volunteers 

As part of the diocesan initiative to maintain a safe environment for our children, all volunteers with 
“substantial contact” with children are required to    complete a background check prior to working in the 
school and to complete VIRTUS training.  This includes parents who wish to attend field trips or volunteer in 
support of classroom activities.  Parents are encouraged to promptly complete on line paperwork. 

https://secure4.arlingtondiocese.org/OPCYP_Application/ 

https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/child-protection/virtus/ 

 
 
Notes from the Nurse 
 
Dear Parents and/or Guardians, 
 
On Tuesday October 22, 2019 the Lions Club of Virginia, Sight and Hearing 
Screening Unit will be at St. John the Evangelist School. The state of Virginia requires 
that students in grades Kindergarten, 3rd, and 7th be screened. Screening in other 
grades is optional. 
 
Attached, please find the permission form that must be completed and returned prior 
to screening. If you choose not to have your child screened and he/she is in grades 3 
or 7, please provide the school office with documentation of alternate screening. 
 
NO STUDENT WILL BE SCREENED WITHOUT A SIGNED CONSENT FORM. 
 
Please contact me with any questions. 
 
Mary Catts 
School Nurse 
mcatss@sjesva.org 
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