
 

 

March 13, 2020 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK...    
 
Dear SJES Families, 
 
 As I write this note, it appears that there is nothing but sunshine in the foreseeable 
future. We had a similar experience at the 8th grade Vocations Mass Monday 
morning at All Saints. I would like to recognize Sarah Chipman and Lily Griffin 
for representing us well as they read in front of over 1400 people during mass. 
Various opportunities to practice public speaking continue to serve our students 
well time and time again. It is good for all of us to spend some time in a state of 
discomfort on occasion.  
 
Four opportunities remain on the school calendar for our school families to join us 
and fully grasp the “reason for the season.” Please consider joining us at 2:15 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 18th, Thursday, March 26th, Thursday, April 2nd, and 
Monday, April 6th for our weekly Stations of the Cross during the Lenten season.  
 
The Diocesan Financial Assistance Deadline (March 18th) for elementary schools is 
almost here. If you have not applied at this time, families may still submit an 
application this weekend. Please note that an application is required to receive 
financial assistance through the diocese and/or our supportive parish.  Decisions 
regarding Diocesan Financial Assistance will be finalized by the end of March and 
Financial Awards letters will be distributed the first full week of April. 
 
To remain consistent with Fr. Smith’s parish decision regarding activities, all after 
school activities have been cancelled today. Currently, all Lenten suppers, Knight 
of Columbus activities, Easter Egg Hunt, etc. have all been cancelled or postponed. 
The Diocese of Arlington and public school systems (PWCS, Fairfax) have also 
cancelled outside activities.  
 
Our faculty and staff will hold a Professional Development day on Monday, March 
16th to receive an overview of Google Classroom and become increasingly familiar 
using online resources in the event that online instruction becomes necessary. It is 
my hope that our diocesan schools and Fauquier county will continue to operate as 
scheduled while cautiously monitoring activities and events. Communication 
regarding the Coronavirus from our superintendent, Joe Vorbach, is also available 
in this bulletin. Please know that the Office of Catholic Schools has held multiple 
ZOOM webinars during the last two weeks and their communication has been 
excellent during this unusual time. Until next time, may we pray, learn, and serve 
the vulnerable and less fortunate. 
  
God bless you and yours, 
  
Mr. Macdonald 
 

 
 
 

SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
March 13 
Early Dismissal 11:30 am 
End of 2nd Trimester 
 
March 16 
NO School 
 
March 17 
Dress Down Day 
 
March 18 
Stations of the Cross 2:15pm 
Rising Kindergarten Parent Meeting 7pm  
 
March 20 
Report Cards 
 
March 26 
Stations of the Cross 2:15pm  
 
March 27 
Mass with Student of the Month 
Early Dismissal 11:30am 
 
March 30 
Begin Spring Uniforms 
 
April 2 
Stations of the Cross 2:15pm 
 
April 3 
Mass with Rosary 
 
April 6 
Stations of the Cross 2:15pm 
 
April 8 
Mass 
 
April 8-9 
No Kindergarten Class 
Rising Kindergarten Testing 
 
April 9 
Early Dismissal 11:30am 
NO Extended Day 
 
April 10-April 19 
Spring Break 
 
April 20 
Return to School 
 
April 21-22 
ACRE Testing (5th & 8th) 
 
April 22 
Dress Down Day 
 
April 24 
Mass with Student of the Month 
 
Please check the school website 
for the complete calendar. 
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School News  

 
 

It is time to start thinking about the end of the year CYO Sports Banquet.  To make this event a success I need a few 
parents willing to be on a planning committee.  The dinner is not until May28th, but we need to start planning now.  We 
will meet just once or twice a month until May.  If you are interested please contact Kelly Worley 
kworley@stjohntheevangelistschool.org.  Thank you and Go Eagles! 
 
Box Tops-Please continue to send in clipped box tops.  For scanned box tops please use your receipt and box top app.  
 
Each of the students has received a cardboard rice bowl into which they can place their donations during Lent.  All of the 
funds will benefit CRS Rice Bowl which is sponsored by Catholic Relief Services, the official international                
humanitarian agency of the Catholic community in the United States. Catholic Relief Services is motivated by the      
example of Jesus Christ to assist poor and suffering people in more than 100 countries on the basis of need, without   
regard to race, religion or nationality. We ask that students place their contributions into their Rice Bowls and return 
them to the school office at the end of Lent. For more information, including   spiritual reflections, short video presenta-
tions on the topic of Lent, and even virtual Stations of the Cross, please see the link below:https://www.crsricebowl.org/ 

Volunteering is a wonderful way to help support St. John the Evangelist School.  A minimum of 20 volunteer hours is 
required for a two-parent family and a minimum of 10 hours are required for a one-parent family.  Any hours that have 
not been completed are charged at a rate of $5.00 per outstanding hour.  A detailed description of the Hours for Ours 
program is available on the website at: https://www.sjesva.org/parents/hours-for-ours/ If you are still in need of hours 
please contact the PTO as we are in need of help with the upcoming gala pto@sjesva.org  
 
On a lighter note, for the remainder of this school year Extended Day After School Program will be offering ice cream to 
purchase during the regularly scheduled snack time of the program.  We will continue to provide a snack to the students 
in attendance, but an option to purchase ice cream on Fridays will be available starting Friday, March 20, 2020.  So if 
this is something you wish for your child to participate in please send them with money on Fridays. 
 
Until further notice, Bishop Burbidge has granted dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation for those segments of 
the community who are most vulnerable to the effects of Coronavirus (those 60 years old or older, those with chronic 
illness, and those with immune system deficiencies), as well as those who provide for the care of a person with such a 
condition. Those who are exempted should check with their parish or the diocesan website regularly for updates. 
 
Those who refrain from attending Mass due to illness should, if possible, devote time to prayer, observe Mass on       
television or the internet, and/or pray a Rosary. While nothing can replace attending and participating in Sunday Mass or 
receiving Holy Communion, those who refrain from Sunday Mass due to illness have not committed a mortal sin. When 
sick, observing the Sabbath with another holy devotion and prayer demonstrates good will and sincerity. Also, the    
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and local health officials encourage us to clean surfaces in our churches,  
offices and schools as frequently as possible to aid in the prevention of spreading infection. 
 
On a local level, Holy Water Fonts have been removed from the church.  There is no indication that the virus can be 
spread in this manner, it is just a precaution. 
Suspended the use of a common chalice.   
No hand shake at the sign of peace 
All liturgical vessels will be cleaned with soap and water after each mass. 
Please keep checking the Parish Website, Flocknotes and Facebook Page for any updates. 

Soup Supper Note 
 
After speaking with Fr. Smith about the lack of food donations and the low number of volunteers both Confirmation 
candidates AND adults willing to work, we have decided to cancel the "Lenten Dinner for Religious Ed".  
Also, last week the parishioner attendance was lower than usual as well and we thought it best to cancel. 
Thank you. 
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Office for the Protection of Children and Young People 
Volunteer Background Check Application Instructions 

 
 

Instructions to Complete the Application 
 
Step 1: Use the following URL to log into the OPCYP Background Check Application site: 
 

https://secure4.arlingtondiocese.org/OPCYP_Application/ 
 
Step 2: If you are a new user, choose “Create Account.” If you have logged in before, please use your 

Username and Password. If you have forgotten it, please input your email address and reset your pass-
word. 

Step 3: Provide all the information requested and answer the questions as thoroughly as possible. 
Step 4: Once you have completed the application, please print a copy of the Central Registry Form before 

selecting the Red Finish Button (ONLY if you are able to print double sided – if not the school 
liaison will print one for you).   This document is required to get notarized by you and then turned in 
to the school office.  The school office will then mail this form out.  You may contact our Parish Office 
at 540-347-2922 to schedule an appointment to have this form notarized free of charge by Rosemary 
Coakley.   

Step 5:    The OPCYP Liaison will be reviewing your paperwork to ensure all the information has been correctly 
entered. If there is a question or an issue with your paperwork an email will be sent with instructions 
explaining the issue(s) and the next steps. 

  Please keep your Username and Password in a safe place. It is the key to access your OPCYP portal. 
Step 6:     Now that you have completed the online Background Check Application Process you will need to 

schedule your VIRTUS training course.  Please find scheduling information for VIRTUS at the website 
provided below. 

virtusonline.org 
  

Nota Bene 
The Diocese of Arlington is committed to ensuring the privacy and security of your information. It does not sell 
or share its information with outside vendors. To this end, regular electronic audits are conducted on our systems 
to provide you with the utmost confidence that your information is being securely stored and used appropriately. 
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