Guardian Guide

WELCOME TO
SUMMER!

Dear Guardian,

With the excitement of summer break ahead, it’s a perfect time to
emphasize the importance of reading for your child.

Summer is a time for relaxation and fun, and it’s a great opportunity to
maintain the progress your child made throughout the school year.
However, “summer slide” can happen, and students can lose some of their
hard-earned academic skills during the long break. With your support, you
can keep your child’s learning momentum going strong.

Reading is the perfect summer activity because it’s educational and
enjoyable. By encouraging your child to read regularly during the summer
months, you can help them review the skills they’ve worked hard to develop.

You can dlso read to your childl Reading to children in English or their first
language offers many benefits. It fosters a strong bond between parent
and child and enhances language development, fluency, and comprehension
skills. It also cultivates a love for reading, igniting imagination and curiosity,
and opens doors to a world of knowledge and possibility.

Here at IMSE, we provide the knowledge, support, and resources necessary
to ensure that every child is successful in literacy. The following pages have
been created to help foster and nurture the skills your student has learned
throughout the year and to have a little fun while doing sol

Happy Reading!
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TAKE READING ON THE ROAD

Whether it’s on the bus, subway, trolly, car, or on foot, this is a great time to practice foundational

reading skills while out and about. Print out the activity sheet and practice reading on the go.

*When you see a letter in between slash marks, that represents the sound../b/ spells b.

FIND ALETTER

(Skill: letter recognition)

Adult: Find the letter M.

Reader: I see the letter M on the McDonald's signl
Adult: Great! Now you tell me a letter to look for.
Reader: Find the letter x.

Adult: I see the letter x on the Exit signl

-repeat-

| SEE SOMETHING (beginning sound)

(Skill: Isolation of beginning sound)

Adult: I see something that starts with the /s/ sound

Reader: Is it a semi-truck?

Adult: I like your thinking. It is not a semi-truck. Look for something else that starts with the /s/ sound.
Reader: Is it a street sign?
Adult: It islll

-repeat-

| SEE SOMETHING (rhyme)
(Skill: identifying rhyme)

Adult: I see something that rhymes with right.
Reader: Is it light?
Adult: Tt islll

-repeat-
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S LETTER
¢ FORMATION

Letter formation is important for your student’s literacy
development. Mastering the correct way to write letters ensures
that their writing is clear, legible, and easily understandable. This skill
doesn’t just aid in writing; it also supports the development of fine
motor skills and hand-eye coordination, which are essential for many
other tasks in life. Teaching your child proper letter formation lays
the groundwork for effective written communication and academic
success, making it a fundamental skill.

At IMSE, we follow a specific script to help students comprehend
and master the different letter formations.

Watch this video on how IMSE teaches letter
formation using our house paper (located on the
following page).

Does your student need help with their pencil et i
grip? Watch this short video from one of our o
IMSE team members on how you can improve Ry
your child’s pencil grip!

TIP: Put letter formation pages in a sheet protector and use a dry-
erase marker so you can reuse them all summer!



Letter Formation

© 2025 IMSE m
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WHAT IS
\ DECODING?

Decoding in reading refers to the ability to convert written words
into spoken language. It involves recognizing the letters in a word,
associating each letter with its corresponding sound, and blending
these sounds together to form words. Essentidlly, decoding allows
readers to make sense of written text by translating the symbols
(letters) into meaningful language (words). It's a fundamental skill
that enables individuals to read and comprehend written materidl.

Watch this video on the letter sounds for the
entire alphabet and digraphs.

Children can use the sheets following this page to practice decoding
and blending. Additional word review activities are located at the end
of this section. Please note that underlined words are non-phonetic
and cannot be sounded out.

Find even more FREE decoding activities on m
imse.com/digital-resources. 151\ S€ it



Letter/Sound Practice

Practice Identifying the Letter/Digraph Name and Sound

CHALLENGE!

th| th | sh

ch wh| qu




Practice reading these words with your child. You can go through them casudlly or set a timer for one minute to
gauge how many words your child can read. Try to “beat” the previous day’s words per minute count the
following day.

got | Tad | am | dad | tot
hog | mom | cod | Hal | had

cat | dot [ gag | mad | Cam

|c|d co’r gal | hag | hot

tag | dad | dog

mmm

ot | Tog | cof | bof | oo

dot | hat | mad | cad

Practice Reading Sentences

. Dad got the ham.
2. Mom was mad at Tom.

3. Is the log hot?

Y. The hat had a tag.

O. Tad had g cat.



Practice reading these words with your child. You can go through them casudlly or set a timer for one minute to

gauge how many words your child can read. Try to “beat” the previous day’s words per minute count the

ban | gum | kid | nap | jog

rod | fib | gap | dig | bad

bin | jot | rat | cut | jam

fun cob 'l‘ip kid fig
pin jug

lmmm

kit

fob

hit

Jim

but

pat

gut

nip

Practice Reading Sentences

. The kit is for Mom.

2. The cap got a big rip.

3.

2

ill the cat and dog jog?

Ll

__|

he mop is on the mat.

9. Did Dot hit the log?



Review: M-Long Vowels

Practice reading these words with your child. You can go through them casudlly or set a timer for one minute to

gauge how many words your child can read. Try to “beat” the previous day’s words per minute count the

led | yam | zap | web | box
he | Max | sit | quit | van
wig | ox | Deb | vet | yes
sun zip | quiz | met | go

net a sob | tux | men
mm

tax | bet quu+ be

Practice Reading Sentences

. The pig is in the big pen.
2. The lid is so hot.
3. I said hi to Bob.
Y. Can you fix the box?

O. The lad had a hot yam.



Word Review Activities

Reading Go Fish

Materials Needed: Marker, Index Cards, Decoding
Review Page

Directions:

. Select 6 words from the decoding review pages provided.

2.Create playing cards using index cards. Write selected words on
cards. Each word will have 2 cards, for a total of 12 cards.
Shuffle the cards.

3.With two players, begin by selecting 3 cards each.

Y.Player | asks Player 2 if they have the word on a card of their
choice.

0.If Player 2 has the requested card, they must give the card to
Player |. In this case, Player | gets another turn.

6.If Player 2 does not have the requested card, Player 2
says, “Go Fish”, and Player | should draw a card.

7.Repeat until all matches are made. Whoever has the most
matches winsl

Word Hunt

Materials Needed: Marker, Index Cards, Decoding
Review Page

Directions:
. Write words from one of the decoding review pages on flashcards.
2.Hide the flashcards.
3.Set a timer for a specified duration.
Y.Children find and read as many words as possible before the timer
ends.
9.Count and celebrate the number of words read!




Guardian Guide

SUNSHINE
Ae  LETTER MATCH &
SOUND ACTIVITY

MATERIALS

* Sun Letter Sheets (see following pages) A} 18D 9g {Hp

e Scissors s
Ce 1Dd 4
DIRECTIONS B

ey &6
Cut Out the Suns: : 00

e Carefully cut out each sun.
® Then, cut each sun in half, separating the uppercase and lowercase letters
into two pieces.

Letter Matching and Sound Identification:
Spread the pieces out on a flat surface with the letters facing up.
Match the uppercase letter to its lowercase letter.

As each letter is matched, say the name and its sound.
For example, if you match “B” and “b,” say, “B, b, /b/.”

“Sun, Sun, Big and Round” Song (optional):
e Gather all the pieces into a pile.
e Sing: “Sun, sun, big and round, pick a letter, say its sound!”
e Pick a letter, say its name and its sound, then find its match.

Variations:
* Memory Game: Turn all the pieces face down and play a memory-matching
game. Be sure to say the sound of the letter when you find a matchl
e Speed Challenge: Time how fast you can match all the letters.
o Bonus: Once they are matched, time how fast you can say their sound!
¢ Hide and Seek: Hide dll the uppercase letters. When you find them, match
them up with their lowercase partner and say their sound out loud.
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_____HOTDOG
f‘lg‘w COMPOUND
WORDS ACTIVITY

MATERIALS

° -_§\-~;—_a:‘3'~'* -~
Hotdog Compound Word Sheets (RS9 @@

(see following pages) )
o Scissors ~——r %

DIRECTIONS Dt

O
Cut Out the Hotdogs O
e Carefully cut out each hotdog.
* Then, cut each hotdog in half, separating the two
words into two pieces.

Compound Word Identification:

* Place the cards face down on a flat surface.

e Scramble the cards to mix up the pieces.

e Students should pick two pieces, read the syllables,
and then combine the syllables to read the word.

o If they form a real word, keep itl If they don't,
put the pieces back in the pile.

e Continue choosing pieces and matching syllables until
all words have been made.
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WATERMELON
47) FLUENCY
&> PYRAMIDS

MATERIALS

e Watermelon Fluency Pyramids
(see following pages)

Tiheldo 9lgot;
%@xy@:ﬂw

 Scissors /
,;o:lfile
20 e e e
DIRECTIONS 2
Cut Out the Watermelons: o

e Carefully cut out each watermelon.

Directions for using:

e Start reading at the very top of the pyramid.

* Read each line of the pyramid aloud, one line at a time.

e Aim for smooth, connected reading.

¢ As your student becomes more comfortable with each
line, have them gradually increase their reading speed.

e Continue reading each line, moving down the pyramid until
you reach the bottom.

* Once you've reached the bottom, read the entire pyramid
again, starting at the top. This time, try to read it a little
faster and more smoothly.
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=] READING
== STRATEGIES

&

When you’re reading with your child at home, here are some effective
strategies to help them:
|.Start at the left-hand side of the book and page.
2.If they come to an unknown word, encourage them to sound out each
letter.
3. Then, blend the sounds together to make the word.
Y. When they come to a multisyllabic word, encourage them to:
a.Break the words into syllables
b.Separate the base word from the prefix and suffix (if needed)
c.Check for understanding

The bookmarks on the following pages will help your child utilize smart
strategies to read words.

]| SUMMER
7i— READING ONLINE

3

YOUTUBE: WEBSITES: AUDIO
Reading Buddies www.projectread.ai BOOKS:
Sounder and Friends www.getepic.com_ www.audible.com

www.abcya.com

www.storylineonline.net

www.teachyourmonster.org




READING STRATEGIES
BOOKMARKS

m \ i fo m \ for N \
/ m multi-se -sensory { m multi- -sensory ( M e

multl -sensol
@ education \ée/ education \ Se 4 education ry

Lefty Larry Lefty Larry Lefty Larry

i
left

Start on the left
side of the word.

v
left

Start on the left
side of the word.

y
left

Start on the left
side of the word.

Grapheme Graf\heme Grapheme
Grasshopper /7~ Orasshopper = Grasshopper

Blend the sounds : . Blend the sounds | : Blend the sounds
together and read the word. together and read the word. together and read the word.

ve cv

Chop the word
into syllables.

ve cv

Chop the word
into syllables.

ve cv

Chop the word
into syllables.

Separate the
base word from the
prefixes and suffixes.

Separate the
base word from the
prefixes and suffixes.

Separate the
base word from the
prefixes and suffixes.

12?

Rerea% %%e sengence.

Did it make sense?

¥ 12?

N
Reread the sentence.

Did it make sense?

12?

Rerea% %e sengence.

Did it make sense?

im
se



READING STRATEGIES

A e
( rn multi- sensory
32€ / education

Start on the left.

Start on the left side of the word.

read

Read each grapheme.

Read each grapheme.

o, ,—
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6
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® @
Blend the sounds.

Blend the sounds together and read the word.

read
—

Bivicle ¥he eyllcbles

Divide the word into syllables.

proofread

Find the base word.

Separate the base word from the affixes.

Check for understanding.

Reread the sentence. Did it make sense?

r‘ereading’ &

read

BOOKMARKS

(imn

&

Start on the left.

Start on the left side of the word.

read

Read each grapheme.

Read each grapheme.

multl sensory
education

P '—-h

I AW 4

®
Blend the sounds.

Blend the sounds together and read the word.

read
—

Divide the s‘yl‘ldbles.‘

Divide the word into syllables.

proof gr‘e_od

c\¢c

Find the base word.

Separate the base word from the affixes.

read

Check for understanding.

Reread the sentence. Did it make sense?

rereadin‘g" &

(imn

&

Start on the left.

Start on the left side of the word.

read

Read each grapheme.

Read each grapheme.

multi- sensory
education

Plgdmit
N, 4
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&Y
read

© o
Blend the sounds.

Blend the sounds together and read the word.

read
—

Divide the 'syllables.‘

Divide the word into syllables.

Pr@fgr@d

Find the base word.

Separate the base word from the af fixes.

Check for understanding

Reread the sentence. Did it make sense?

rereading) &

read
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JULY READING
CHALLENGE




AUGUST READING
CHALLENGE

Color one picture for every book you read this monthl
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READING
{ COMPREHENSION

Reading comprehension is the ability to understand what you
read. It involves recognizing words, making meaning of them,
forming connections to prior experiences, and drawing
conclusions. Strong reading comprehension skills are essential
for academic success and lifelong learning. They enable
children to absorb information from various sources and
effectively communicate their thoughts. In a world filled
with information, comprehending what we read is essential
for making informed decisions, solving problems, and
navigating everyday situations confidently.

AN
\

Not only can children stretch their reading comprehension
muscles by reading books, but they can dlso listen to booksl
Parents can use today’s technology by incorporating
audiobooks and story-focused podcasts into their daily
routines. Audio is a fabulous way to add excitement to a
story and change-up routines for the summer. This is also
an especially great way for students to continue learning in
English if their home language is different. Audio is an
excellent way for the whole family to listen, learn, and enjoy
a storyl



Guardian Guide

s FIVE-FINGER

RETELL

The five-finger retell strategy is a powerful tool for
enhancing reading comprehension by breaking down a story
into key components. Imagine your hand as you read - each
finger represents a different story element. The thumb
stands for the characters, the index finger for the setting,
the middle finger for the beginning, the ring finger for the
middle, and the pinky for the end. By mentdlly “counting”
through these elements, readers can organize their thoughts
and better understand the text’s structure and meaning.

You will find a copy of the Five-Finger Retell on the
following page. You can print it out and have children color it
if you choose. You can use this while reading a story and
have your child recall what happened in the story after
reading.



FIVE-FINGER RETELL




COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Directions: Here are some questions you can ask your child after
reading a story together. Encourage them to answer in complete
sentences, and include as many details as they can recall.

What is the story about?

How did the story end?

What changed from the beginning of the story to the end?
What are some important things the characters do?

What are some important things the characters say?

Why do you think the author wrote this story?

What do you think they want you to learn about?

How does the story make you feel? Why do you feel that way?

Q2 00 N O o £ W N

Who are the main characters?
What do you like or dislike about them?
. What problem(s) do the characters have to solve?

S

12. Where does the story take place? How do you know this?

1I3. What is most exciting about the story? Why is this exciting?

4. Do you notice any pictures or words that keep appearing in the
story?

15. What do you think they mean?

6. What do you think the lesson or message of the story is?

I7. Would you recommend this book to a friend?



